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CLD Corner: qsA for the CLD Experts

The CLD Corner is a regular column written by members of the TSHA Task Force on Cultural and Linguistic Diversity.

Are developmental norms different for a bilingual child?

The question can be interpreted in two ways: first, in considering
norms for acquisition of language, and second, in analyzing
norms derived for standardized tests. Developmental norms
may vary for the bilingual child, and there are many variables to
consider such as simultaneous language learners and sequential
language learners. We must keep in mind standardized
assessments are normed on specific populations.

Developmental norms need to be interpreted differently for a
bilingual child because norms for a “bilingual” child do not exist.
We do know that language development varies and is dependent
on the amount of exposure to each language. Bilingualism
is classified as either sequential or simultaneous. Sequential
bilingualism occurs when an individual has had significant
exposure to a second language after the first language is well
established. The child is likely to have developed first words,
sentence combinations, appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
as expected. Developmental norms for the native language
would apply. Simultaneous bilingualism occurs when a young
child has had significant exposure to two languages before
one language is well established. In this case, these children
generally do not have any difficulties in comprehension of either
language but may express themselves in only one language
initially. Language milestones then develop as expected in
regards to initial vocabulary, number of words, and word
combinations. Errors common to second language learners
are to be expected. These errors are a result of the differences
between the languages and are not indicative of a language
disorder.
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Looking for the Continuing
Education Calendar of Events?

Now you can find it online at:

www.txsha.org/continuing_education/
tsha_ce_calendarxls
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
*

The calendar is downloadable in an easy-
to-read Excel spreadsheet format, and
includes everything you need to know about
upcoming continuing education events - dates,
titles, topics, credits, locations, and contact
information in case you have questions. /

RESOURCE:
Goldstein, B. (Ed.). (2004). Bilingual language development
and disorders in Spanish-English speakers. Baltimore: Paul
H. Brookes.

CLD questions may be sent to slaustin@cebridge.net. Current
task force members are Becky Gonzalez, M.S., Lynette
Austin, M.A., Jennifer Watson, Ph.D., Gina Glover, M.S.,
Gail Totten, M.A., Dolores Castor, M.A., Cynthia Garcia,
M.A., Marie Belgodere, M.S., Michelle Leos, M.A., and Diana
Gonzales, Ph.D.
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OUTST, NG OPPORTUNITY

to join our dynamic team of

SPEECH & ANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS
at a cutting e

LEVEL 1 TRAUMA CENTER‘
The University Medical Center Health Systems i
Texas leads the way in medical advancement serving
Eastern Ne exico, the Panhandle of Oklahoma and portions of

South Easterr@ﬁrado.
Recentexpansionshave openednewemploy opportunities.

We offer competitive salariesiand a comprehensive benefits
package! If you are interested in‘joining our team of leaders and
experts, please contact Ernie Elemento or Jennifer Byerly at

\ (806) 775-9224, /
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“Tube Feeding with Love”
Marsha Dunn Klein, MEd, OTR/L

2006 Workshops
March 17 & 18 — Phoenix (Mesa), Arizona
May 6 & 7 — Durham, North Carolina
July 28 & 29 — Albany, New York
Sept. 7 & 8 — Detroit/Ann Arbor, MI area
October 6 & 7 — Salt Lake City, Utah

Challenges participant to look from the “medical procedural

aspects” of tube feeding to “family, mealtime and interaction”

aspects. This workshop provides extensive information on

overall feeding interactions and strategies which support the

participant well beyond the specific focus of tube feeding.
Cost: $350 13 Contact Hours

Parent of tube fed children may attend workshop
at a reduced registration of $200.

Printable registration form & additional information at:
www.mealtimenotions.com or

Mealtime Motions, PO Box 35432 ,Tucson, AZ 85740

Voice mail: 520-323-3348 FAX 520-797-9171
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COMMUNICOLOGIST




